Chilean Factions Split 
Over 1970 Candidates 
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SANTIAGO, Chile— Left 

and rightwing factions in Pres- 
ident Eduardo Frei’s Christian 
Democratic Party appear di- 
vided over the nomination of a 
candidate for president in 
1970. 

Radomiro Tomic, a 54-year- 
old lawyer and former senator 
who resigned earlier this year 
as Chilean ambassador to 
Washington to return to poli- 
tics here, had been widely re- 
ported as the party’s choice to 
succeed Frei. • 

However Tomic was booed 
and jeered when he tried to 
speak at a party rally which 
ended in a free-for-all between 
members of opposing factions. 

Some at the rally gave back- 
ing to Jacques Chonchol, a 
party theorist and government 
critic who resigned as deputy 
chairman < of a land reform 
agency last month, claiming 
obstacles were put in his way 
in carrying out his mission. 

Chonchol, a staunch de- 
fender of the “revolution in 
freedom” platform that swept 
Frei to power in 1964, has 
been mentioned as a possible 
candidate for nomination by 
the leftwingers. 

Another was Sen. Rafael 
Agustin Gumuchio who was 
party chairman when the 
“rebel” leftwing faction swept 
Frei’s moderate supporters 
from party leadership last 
year. 

According ito observers, the 
leftwingers have set aside 


their harsh criticisms of Frei’s 
government and are concen- 
trating on imposing their own 
candidate to ensure that dras- 
tic social and economic re- 
forms promised by Frei are 
fully implemented during the 
next presidential term. 

They claimed reforms have 
been only partially imple- 
mented so far because Frei 
has been incapable of “silenc- 
ing” right wing parties . that 
supported him in 1964 to pre- 
vent the eection of extreme 
left candidate Salvador Al- 
lende. 

The choice of Chonchol and 
Gumucio as possible candi- 
dates, however, appeared to 
indicate the party leftwingers 
were now thinking in terms of 
an alliance with AUende’s So- 
cialist Party and the Chilean 
Communist Party, observers 
said. 

Both have sympathizers 
among the Communists who 
appear the most likely allies 
of the Christian Democrats if 
the leftwing faction has its 
way. 

But the moderate or right- 
wing faction supporting Frei is 
thinking in terms of alliances 
with the liberals and conserva- 
tives who supported Frei in 
1964, the observers said. 

The two parties, which have 
since merged into the National 
Party, are reported to be 
pressing former President 
Jorge Allessandri — Frei’s 

predecessor — to run as their 
candidate. 
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